As luck would have it, wife able to donate 
a kidney to spouse. — Arkansas, 1B 


The Shape of Water drowns in visuals 
and is shallow in storyline. — Style, 1E 
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In the news 


H Jeff Spencer, a Maine 
Warden Service pilot, es- 
caped injury when the ski 
landing gear of his plane 
broke through thin ice after 
he landed on Eagle Lake, par- 
tially submerging the plane 
with only its wings and tail 
keeping it from sinking. 

E Mazen Dayem, 36, a 
New York City man who 
says he has a phobia about 
the Tasmanian Devil, ac- 
cused his father-in-law, 
Yunes Doleh, of violating 
a restraining order by ter- 
rorizing him at a funeral 
by snarling like the cartoon 
character and waving a tou- 
pee at him. 


E Cho Hyun-ah, a former 
Korean Air executive who 
assaulted a flight attendant 
over being served nuts in 
a bag rather than a dish, 
forcing the plane to return 
to the gate, avoided jail time 
when the South Korean 
Supreme Court ruled that 
diverting a taxiing plane 
isn’t the same as forcing an 
emergency landing. 


E Corey Lofton is fac- 
ing grand-theft charges 
after two elderly neigh- 
bors in Panama City, Fla., 
told police that he helped 
them move $26,000 in gold 
bars as Hurricane Irma ap- 
proached and they discov- 
ered a week later that the 
bars were missing from the 
cat litter box where they 
were hidden. 


E Angel Colon, 54, a 
school bus driver in Lake- 
wood, N.J., was charged 
with drunken driving and 
child endangerment after 
authorities said his bus, 
carrying about 20 students, 
was involved in a road-rage 
accident involving the bus 
and another vehicle. 


H Julieta Corredor, 83, a 
widow who for more than 
a decade refused to sell her 
town house in Orlando, Fla., 
to a time-share company, 
gave in and accepted about 
$1.5 million, clearing the way 
for a pair of high-rise towers. 


E Francis Pierre flagged 
down two Boston police of- 
ficers when he realized his 
wife, Tracey, wasn’t going 
to make it to the hospital 
in time to give birth, and 
together they delivered his 
daughter, with him cutting 
the umbilical cord. 


E Will Powers of Farm- 
ington Hills, Mich., said the 
remains of his two cats, Arc- 
turus and Cygnus, which 
held Guinness World Re- 
cords for the tallest domes- 
tic cat and longest-tailed 
cat and had been missing 
since a Nov. 12 house fire, 
were found in the destroyed 
home’s basement. 


E Shirley Squires, 87, of 
Guilford, Vt., has turned 
her home into a veritable 
creche museum, featuring 
more than 1,400 Nativity 
scenes, ranging in size from 
about waist high to the size 
of a thimble, that she’s been 
collecting since the 1990s. 


WEATHER 
LITTLE ROCK 
Today Showers early 
developing into 
thunderstorms in the 
afternoon. 
High 62. 
Tonight ey 
Showers and ` 
thunderstorms. 
Low 43. 

INDEX 
Arkansas 1B | Movies 6E 
Business 1D | Police beat 6B 
Classifieds 1F | Sports 1C 
Comics 4E | Style 1E 
Crossword 4E | Television 2E 
Deaths 2B | Voices 5B 
Editorials 4B | Weather 4D 


Home delivery 
(501) 378-3456 
Outside Pulaski County 
1-800-482-1121 


|| 00050 1s 


AP/ANDREW HARNIK 


Speaker of the House Paul Ryan (from left), House Budget Committee Chairman Diane Black, and 
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady congratulate one another Thursday after 
signing the final version of the GOP tax bill during a ceremony at the Capitol. Article, 6A 


Lawmakers 
push through 
stopgap bill 


Funds get in for children’s, 
vets’ health care programs 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — The 
Republican-led Congress 
passed a temporary spend- 
ing bill Thursday, just in 
time to avert a government 
shutdown, doing the bare 
minimum in a sprint toward 
the holidays and punting dis- 
putes on immigration, health 
care and the budget to next 
year. 

The measure passed the 
House on a 231-188 vote over 
Democratic opposition and 
then cleared the Senate 66- 
32, with Democrats from 
Republican-leaning states 
providing many of the key 
votes. All four of Arkansas’ 


representatives, all Republi- 
cans, voted for the measure, 
as did both of Arkansas’ Re- 
publican senators. 

President Donald Trump 
is expected to sign the mea- 
sure, which will keep the 
government operating until 
Jan. 19. 

The stopgap legislation 
would keep the govern- 
ment from closing down at 
midnight. It has traversed a 
tortuous path, encountering 
resistance from the GOP’s 
most ardent allies of the 
military, as well as opposi- 
tion from Democrats who 
demanded but were denied 
a vote on giving people who 
were brought to the U.S. as 

See SPENDING, Page 6A 
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Bielema veiling 
accord, UA says 


Open-records bid seeks pact 
on ex-coach’s buyout terms 
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ERIC BESSON 
AND AZIZA MUSA 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Former Razorbacks foot- 
ball Coach Bret Bielema has 
temporarily blocked public 
disclosure of a deal he signed 
with the nonprofit founda- 
tion that supports University 
of Arkansas, Fayetteville ath- 
letics, a university spokes- 
man said Thursday evening. 

Bielema, fired last month 
at the conclusion of a 4-8 sea- 
son, requested that Arkan- 
sas Attorney General Leslie 
Rutledge issue an opinion 


on whether his agreement 
with the Razorback Foun- 
dation can be withheld from 
release under the Arkansas 
Freedom of Information Act, 
university spokesman Mark 
Rushing said. 

The Arkansas Demo- 
crat-Gazette since October 
has sought a copy of the 
agreement — which Biele- 
ma signed while he was the 
state’s highest-paid public 
employee — as part of an 
effort to determine what the 
athletic program would owe 

See BIELEMA, Page 3A 


AP/VADIM GHIRDA 


A Romanian girl rests Thursday during a Christmas show for 
the children of military families in Bucharest. Romania’s Defense 
Ministry holds the Christmas show at the National Military Cir- 
cle, a 19th-century building, for children whose fathers were 
killed or injured while serving in peacekeeping missions. 


U.N. rips Trump’s Jerusalem action 
U.S. ‘will remember this day’ after being ‘disrespected’ by assembly, Haley says 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

The U.N. General Assem- 
bly on Thursday overwhelm- 
ingly passed a measure re- 
jecting the U.S. government’s 
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital, a rebuke of a 
decision that allies and adver- 
saries alike warned would un- 
dermine prospects for peace. 

Despite U.S. threats to cut 
aid to countries that backed 
the resolution and even fund- 
ing for the United Nations 
itself, 128 countries voted in 
favor of the measure. Only 
nine countries — including 
the United States and Israel 
— voted against it. Another 
35 abstained, and 21 were ab- 
sent. 

The vote in a rare emer- 
gency session was a public 
reproach of President Donald 
Trump’s administration for 
coming to a conclusion that 
sets the U.S. apart from oth- 
er countries for recognizing 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
a status other governments 
say should be left undecided 
until the final stage of talks 
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AP/MARK LENNIHAN 


Nikki Haley, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, returns to her seat after speaking Thursday to 
the General Assembly at United Nations headquarters in New York. 


between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians. 

The nonbinding resolu- 
tion on “illegal Israeli actions 


in occupied Fast Jerusalem 
and the rest of occupied Pal- 
estinian territory” declared 
actions that predetermine Je- 


rusalem’s fate “null and void- 
ed.” Even countries that ab- 


stained offered explanations 
See JERUSALEM, Page 3A 


Arkansas 
surpasses 
3 million 
residents 


Population rises 
16,048 in a year 


FRANK E. LOCKWOOD 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas’ population 
topped 3 million this year 
for the first time in its 
18l-year history, the U.S. 
Census Bureau reported 
this week. 

Though the state popula- 
tion is growing, its year-to- 
year growth of 0.5 percent 
was lower than the national 
average of 0.7 percent. 

The Natural State’s pop- 
ulation climbed 16,048 in 
one year’s time — from 
2,988,231 on July 1, 2016, to 
3,004,279 on July 1, 2017, ac- 
cording to census estimates. 

Overall, 42 states and the 
District of Columbia grew 
in population while eight 
saw population drops. 

Arkansas remains the 
nation’s 32nd-largest state, 
unchanged from last year. 

Elected officials wel- 
comed the latest signs of 
growth. 

“The census report is 
another confirmation that 
life in Arkansas is good 
and getting better,” Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson said in a 
written statement. “Many 
Arkansas companies are 
expanding, and we contin- 
ue to attract new business 
from across the nation and 
from other countries.” 

Arkansas’ unemploy- 
ment rate earlier this year 
was the lowest ever record- 
ed in the state, dropping to 
3.4 percent. In October, it 
stood at 3.6 percent. The na- 
tional figure for that month 
was 4.1 percent. 

Meeting with reporters 
Thursday, Hutchinson said 
he was “delighted” to see 
the state reach the popula- 
tion milestone. 

“This is one of the results 

See POPULATION, Page 8A 


U.S. marketplace health insurance sign-ups top 8.8 million 


DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
AND WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — More 
than 8.8 million Americans 
signed up for health insur- 
ance through the federal mar- 
ketplace, an unexpectedly ro- 
bust turnout that approaches 


last year’s total. 

The numbers reported 
Thursday by President Don- 
ald Trump’s administration 
include an all-time high for 
the number of new consum- 
ers signing up in a single 
week — 1 million picked 


health plans on healthcare. 
gov in the final days before 
the Dec. 15 federal deadline. 
In Arkansas, 68,642 peo- 
ple enrolled in non-Medicaid 
plans through the market- 
place, down from the 70,404 
who signed up during the 


previous enrollment period, 
which was twice as long as 
this year’s sign-up window. 
The national total is 
roughly 95 percent of the 9.2 
million people who got cov- 
erage for 2017 during a three- 
month enrollment period that 


ended last January. 

The numbers defy wide- 
spread expectations of the 
law’s critics, as well as sup- 
porters, that enrollment 
would slump sharply as the 
boosterism during former 

See INSURANCE, Page 8A 


